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	The Classis Hamilton Safe Church Team is a group of representatives from member churches. Each member of the team must be approved by Classis Hamilton. Ideally we would like to have at least one representative from each Classis church. If your church is not represented in the Current Members list in the left column, and you wish to join this ministry, please call John Gilson.


For this Communicator, we will examine Emotional Neglect — what it is and what you can do about it.

WHAT IS EMOTIONAL NEGLECT?

When we hear the term abuse, we often think only of physical or sexual abuse. But there are other types of abuse as well and one of them is emotional neglect. According to the Child Welfare Information Gateway (www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/focus/acts), more children suffer from neglect than from physical and sexual abuse combined. Yet victims are not often identified, primarily because neglect is a type of child abuse that is an act of omission — of not doing something. Neglect is a pattern of failing to provide for a child's basic needs. A single act of neglect might not be considered child abuse, but repeated neglect is definitely child abuse. It is a failure to provide such emotional and other necessities as love, affection, security, education, or a failure to provide for physical and medical needs. Not to provide psychological care when needed, and to expose a child to spouse abuse also constitute emotional abuse. Any of the above neglects can place a child at risk of serious behavioural, cognitive, emotional or mental health problems.


WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT EMOTIONAL NEGLECT? 

The first step is to be aware of emotional neglect when it happens. Prevent Child Abuse America (www.preventchildabuse.org) lists the following signs of emotional neglect:
                                                                                                         (continued on the reverse side):

· Babies who spend long periods of time in their crib without a parent checking on them.

· Babies who do not respond or show no happiness when you pay attention to them.

· Toddlers and preschoolers who look sad or withdrawn, or who fight a lot with other children.

· Children who are often unsupervised by a parent or guardian.

· Children who seem to have no friends and who spend much of their day alone.

· Parents who seem to be depressed and unhappy, or who never show joy in being a parent.

· Parents who never show up for special school events or a child’s sports activities.

· A family that never seems to have any visitors or close friends.

· A family where the members never seem to spend any special time together as a family.

None of these signs will tell you for sure that emotional neglect is happening, but they do tell you that the child or family might be in trouble and might need some extra help. The Public Health Agency of Canada (www.phac-aspc.gc.ca) lists the following places to go to for services:
 

· child welfare agency
· social service agency
· police department
· hospital
· mental health centre
· distress centre, or
· other community service organization that provides counseling and support to children and families.

Sometimes people think that child abuse is a private family matter. It is not. If you have reasonable grounds to suspect that a child is being abused or neglected, promptly report your concerns to the child welfare agency, provincial social services department or the police department. If necessary, a report can be made anonymously. Reporting is not difficult or time consuming. In all cases, the person reporting is protected from any kind of legal action, provided the report is not falsely made and motivated by malice.

Safekeeping: Session Plans for Developing Abuse Awareness in Kids

Faith Alive Christian Resources has an excellent set of resources called Safekeeping: Session Plans for Developing Abuse Awareness in Kids. This is a 2-session stand alone program written from a faith prospective designed to equip kids with an awareness of abuse and provide strategies to deal with potentially dangerous situations. Safekeeping helps children in Grades K-8 realize that they are created in God’s image and that they are worthy of respect and love. This is a course with two sessions at every two age levels. Each kit comes with a leader’s guide and six picture books to help explain this sensitive topic. These two sessions can be scheduled any time during the church school year or can also be used in Christian School classrooms.

How to Order:
Phone: 1-800-333-8300                               Email: Sales@faithaliveresources.org
Fax:     1-888-642-8606                               Web:   www.FaithAliveResources.org
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